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———— introduction to the report

SILESIA - THE HEART OF POLAND'S
INDUSTRY IN THE 20TH CENTURY

is facing the great challenge of transfor-
ming a post-industrial region into one
that is both environmentally and
resident-friendly. In the eyes of many,
the transformation should consist of
demolishing the existing buildings and
then building the city from scratch.
However, this would result in an unac-
ceptable - in the eyes of the report's
authors - loss of the region's uniqu-
eness. For in Silesia, the post-industrial
buildings coexist in symbiosis with the
glass skyscrapers of the Katowice city
centre. These post-industrial buildings,
which are mostly relics of history,
should be brought back to life - revitali-
sed. Revitalisation makes it possible to
use the post-industrial buildings in a
new guise, detached from their previo-
us purpose, while preserving the inte-
grity and distinctiveness of the region.

SILESIA - THE HEART OF
TRANSFORMATION

The Report on the revitalisation of
post-industrial objects is part of the
Green Three Seas Initiative for the
Cities project funded by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. The report was created
to show ways and potential directions
for the transformation of objects

which, although no longer in use, are
an integral part of the region's built
environment. The report uses examples
of the revitalisation of Silesian buildin-
gs, the various use of which accounts
for an inspiration and a model for other
regions struggling with wastelands.
Poland is facing the great challenge of
industrial transformation and the
revitalisation of post-industrial sites,
which will be a consequence of the
energy transition and the adaptation of
derelict facilities to the urban infra-
structure. Changes in the energy sector
are inevitable, so it seems a correct idea
to place emphasis on revitalisation
issue. It is worth mentioning, however,
that the energy transition alone is not
the only reason for the revitalisation of
facilities in Central Europe. It should
be pointed out that it is inevitable that
cities need to be transformed in line
with the Smart Cities concept. Modern,
ecological and liveable green cities are
the future of European construction.

SILESIA - THE BEATING HEART OF
CHANGE

is a region that is particularly experien-
ced in terms of revitalisation. There are
11,300 hectares of degraded and post-in-
dustrial areas in the voivodeship, and
6,600 hectares of these areas are loca-
ted on the premises of 14 cities belon-

ging to the Upper Silesian Metropoli-
tan Union Silesia (GSM). Hence the
vast experience in the revitalisation
process as well as the visible effects of
this process, which can be seen within
the voivodship. The mission of the
report is to inspire active citizens of the
Three Seas Initiative countries to intro-
duce similar solutions in Eastern

European countries.




SILESIAN
MUSEUM

BEFORE REVITALISATION

The building of the Silesian
Museum in its current form was
constructed on the site of the former
"Katowice" Coal Mine. The begin-
ning of coal mining dates back to
1823, but it wasn't until 1936 that the
mine received its name - "Katowice",
having previously operated under
the name "Ferdinand" (after its
initiator, Ignatius Ferdinand von
Beym).

As one of the largest facilities in
the region, the mine attracted a lot of
media and public interest. Reading
the 35th issue of the "Dziennik
Slaski" from 1900, we can come
across the following passage devo-
ted to it: "incorporated into the
Bogucice-Zawodzie = municipality;
this gave the municipality the possi-
bility to collect taxes, while the mine
officials had an influence on the
municipality's decisions".

The plant was also one of the
important architectural landmarks
of Katowice at the time, as stated by
Piotr Rygus: "the image of the Ferdi-
nand mine towering over downtown
Katowice often adorned postcards
from Bogucice and Katowice".
During the Second World War the
mine was incorporated into the
German Reichswerke Hermann

H




————— Silesian Museum

Goring concern. Despite the war
efforts, the mining was not stopped.
A clandestine Committee for the
Protection of the Mine secretly ope-
rated in the mine, headed by Zyg-
munt Zurawski, who saved the facili-
ty from being blown up by the retre-
ating Germans. The plant operated
until 1999. It is estimated that during
the more than 170 years of the mine's
operation some 120 million tonnes
of coal were extracted.

AFTER REVITALISATION

On the site formerly occupied
by the Coal Mine, the 'Culture Zone'
- a cultural and entertainment area
of the city of Katowice - was created.
The premises have been developed
with the building of the National
Polish Radio Symphony Orchestra,
the International Congress Centre
and the Silesian Museum. The
placement of the Silesian Museum
on the post-mining site is not the
beginning of its history, after all, the
institution has been established in
1929 by a resolution of the Silesian
Parliament.  Unfortunately, the
seven-storey modernist building,
designed by Karol Schayer, was
demolished by the German
occupiers in 1945.

The Silesian Museum was

restored in 1984, while the contem-
porary architectural form of the
building was completed in 2013. 2019
marked the round 9oth anniversary
of the institution, and the building
was awarded the Gloria Artis Gold
Medal for its contribution to the

culture of the Republic of Poland.
The collections of the Silesian
Museum include works by, among
others: Jacek Malczewski, Jozef
Chelmonski, Jan Matejko, Jozef

Mehofter or Stanistaw Wyspianski.
In addition, the institution holds
both permanent and temporary
exhibitions. The permanent exhi-
bitions include the noteworthy 'Gal-
lery of Polish Modern Art 1800 - 1945'
and the 'Gallery of Silesian Sacred
Art'. The institution cooperates with
many foreign institutions, such as
the Slovak National Gallery or the
Upper Silesian Museum in Ratin-
gen.




RUDA SLASKA
LIBRARY STATION

BEFORE REVITALISATION

The industrial development of
Silesia and the increase in popula-
tion necessitated the provision of a
comprehensive transport network in
the area. The first station on the
Wroctaw-Mystowice route, in the
form of a neoclassical building in
Chebzie, a district of Ruda Slqska,
was built in 1847, serving as the main
station in the area. Due to heavy
traffic, the construction of a new
station complex began in 1897. The
plans of 1901 showcase an already
shaped complex of buildings, inclu-
ding: the main building, a post
office, administration, a workshop
and the station platforms. The first
passenger train between Kedzierzyn
and Mystowice was served on 1
October 1899.

It should be noted that the
most characteristic element of the
Chebzie station infrastructure is the
railway station building. The facade
of the building was made in the
form of a pseudo-Prussian wall
installed on a steel grate filled with
facing bricks. The decorative
elements are made of different colo-
ured bricks dominated by red ones
and white-green facade ornaments.
The front is festooned with a large
window providing light to the inte-
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Ruda Slaska Library Station

AFTER REVITALISATION

Following the purchase of the
building by the City of Ruda Slaska
and obtaining a status of a technical
monument in 2016, renovation and
adaptation work carried out for the
library began. In its new formula,
the historic building of the railway
station, in addition to its obvious
transport function, gained a cultural
one, becoming the seat of the largest
cultural institution in the city, the
Ruda Library. However, the facility's
activities are not limited to just its
library function. In terms of anima-
tion, exhibitions, theatre perfor-
mances, workshops, author meetin-

gs and activities for the young and
children are organised. The facility
is a friend of the Industrial Monu-
ments Route.




THE GLIMBING AND
STRENGTH SPORTS
CENTRE SKARPA
BYTOM

BEFORE REVITALISATION

The Climbing and Strength
Sports Centre and the Bytom Dance
and Movement Theatre "Rozbark"
were established on the site of the
former "Rozbark" Coal Mine. The
first mention of the local inhabitants
undertaking the extraction of the
valuable resource is estimated for
1828. In 1855 Hugo I Henckel von
Donnersmarck - an Austrian aristo-
crat born in Siemianowice Slaskie,
an industrialist and one of the
richest men of his era - decided to
purchase and register a mining field.
However, it should be pointed out
that a milestone in the early days of
the Rozbark mine was the activity of
the Friedlaender brothers, who con-
solidated the mining fields in the
region. The mine changed owners in
the following years, as Piotr Rygus
writes: "In 1890 the plant was bought
by the concern 'Giesche Erben' one
of the largest zinc producers in the
world. After the Second World War
the plant was renamed 'Rozbark'. In
1971 it was merged with the neighbo-
uring "Lagiewniki" mine. Eventually,
coal mining ceased in July 2004".
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The Climbing and Strength Sports Centre Skarpa Bytom

AFTER REVITALISATION

The Climbing and Strength
Sports Centre is one of the most
modern climbing facilities in
Europe and the largest one in
Poland. It is one of the most impor-
tant investments made on the
former coal mine site and has certa-
inly changed the face of Rozbark.
Inside the post-mining buildings,
attractions have been created to suit
all climbing and gym enthusiasts of
various levels. The indoor climbing
walls have been fully accessible
since November 2021. At the Clim-
bing and Strength Sports Centre,
the residents of Bytom, as well as all
climbing enthusiasts, can enjoy the
newly opened indoor and outdoor
climbing walls of more than 3,000
square metres, as well as an outdoor
and indoor bouldering area, a
parkour zone, street workout, an
off-road running track, an outdoor
gym, an indoor gym, a conference
and hotel building, fitness classes,
cross training or a sauna. For the
fans of more challenging workouts,
system walls have been created -
kilterboard and beastmaker. The
building also includes attractions
for the youngest, such as a boulde-
ring room for children, where the
little ones can take their first steps in
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climbing. A recreational rope clim-
bing area has also been created. On
the first floor, on the other hand, you
will find the "Gryfny wspinanie"
zone - a separate area fully intended
for the youngest adepts of climbing
and colourful, graphically attractive
illuminated walls.




NEW GLIWIGE

BEFORE REVITALISATION

The Education and Business
Centre- Nowe Gliwice is a unique
place which owes its "life" to the
Gliwice Coal Mine. The two beauti-
fully renovated brick buildings
rising from the ground in Bojkowska
Street, which catch the eye from afar,
are the remains of the "Gliwice"
mine buildings from the first decade
of the 20th century.

In the 20th century an impor-
tant point on the economic map of
Gliwice was the coal mine, which
extracted coal in the southern
district of the city called Trynek.
Until 1945 the plant beared the name
"Gliwitzer Grube", and later it
became KWK "Gliwice". The con-
struction of this mining plant began
in 1901 by merging 16 adjacent
mining fields, which belonged to
William Suermondt and a group of
entrepreneurs from the Rhineland.
However, it was not until nine years
later that the shafts began to be dril-
led.

Along with the excavation of
the shafts, the construction of the
mine's most characteristic buildings
also began. According to the design
of the architects Emil and Georg
Zillmann, who became famous as
the creators of Katowice's Giszowiec

and Nikiszowiec architecture, the
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construction of a huge guildhall
with a bathhouse, an engine room
and a boiler house began. All three
buildings stood aligned on the nor-
th-south axis. After the Second
World War, the Gliwice mine conti-
nued to operate for over half a cen-
tury, closing in 2000.

AFTER REVITALISATION

The Gliwice mine was quite
lucky; a few years after the last tonne
of coal went out from under the
ground, the first stage of revitalisa-
tion, covering a I15-hectare site
began. Eventually twenty-five hecta-
res were revitalised. Thanks to the
commitment of the authorities of
the municipal, the post-mining
areas and facilities were developed
as the Education and Business
Centre - Nowe Gliwice. Today, it is a
mecca for companies involved in
new technologies. Modern premises
of innovative companies are located
here next to the historic buildings of
the former mine.

For the real adornment of
Nowe Gliwice are the renovated
100-year-old  buildings of the
guildhall and engine room. Both of
these historic buildings dominate
their surroundings, even though
they are located deep within the
plot. The location of the main

Nowe Gliwice

entrance to the campus on the axis
between the buildings further
emphasises their prominence.
However, the wagon containing
the last tonne of coal, which stands
honourably between the guildhall
and the engine house, is not the only
remnant of the mine. The Nowe
Gliwice project has kept the external
appearance of the historic buildings
of the former Gliwice mine unchan-
ged. The facades have been cleaned
and the roofing has been renovated.
The new aluminium and wooden
joinery closely reproduces the origi-
nal glazing divisions. During the
renovation, efforts were also made
to preserve the original floors, balu-
strades and clinker wall cladding.
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STARA LAZNIA
GALLERY IN
ZAWIERCIE

BEFORE REVITALISATION

The building of the Stara
Laznia in Zawiercie was erected in
the first decade of the 20th century
on the initiative of the "Zawiercie"
Joint-Stock Society as an integral
part of the workers' housing estate
built next to the cotton spinning
mill. The building is part of a histo-
ric estate, the urban layout with a
regular composition of which is
based on a grid of three streets:
Bohaterow Westerplatte, Mieczysta-
wa Niedziatkowskiego and Francisz-
ka Szymanski. The estate was built
in two stages: in 1880-1887 and 1895-
-1910.

The bathhouse building was
constructed in neo-Gothic style to a
design by Hugo Kudera, with finan-
cial support from the workers. Con-
struction costs were estimated at
12,000 roubles. The building
became a municipal bathhouse and
served its original function until the
end of the Second World War. Later
it was, among other things, the seat
of a funeral parlor and a notary's
office.




Stara LaZznia Gallery in Zawiercie

AFTER REVITALISATION

The modernisation of the buil-
ding cost PLN 3,800,000. Funding in
the amount of PLN 2,724,000 was
obtained for this purpose, from the
so-called ZIT (Integrated Territorial
Investment). The municipality also
received over PLN 300 thousand
from the state budget. As part of
construction, work was carried out
on the renovation and restoration of
all facades of the building, including
the roof. The interior has not been
ommited either.

From 1 September 2020. Stara
Laznia Gallery in Zawiercie has

been officially opened to the public,
and visiting is free of charge. It is a
unique place on the map of the
region. Visitors can see, among
other things, the works of the late
Leszek Dutka, an outstanding artist
and Honorary Citizen of Zawiercie,
as well as glass from the glassworks
in Zawiercie. The Stara Laznia Gal-
lery in Zawiercie exhibits contem-
porary art - paintings, drawings,
graphics, sculpture, functional glass,
ceramics, as well as artistic and
reportage photography. The gallery
has also managed to save exhibits
from the Zawiercie glassworks.

-
-
-




ROZBARK DANGE
AND MOVEMENT
THEATRE

BEFORE REVITALISATION

The facility, similarly to the
Climbing and Strength Sports
Centre, is located on the premises of
the former Rozbark Coal Mine. The
subject of the revitalisation process
was the guildhall building of the
former mine, the administration
building and the green areas surro-
unding the buildings indicated. The
guildhall building of the former
Rozbark Coal Mine, built in the
early 20th century, was entered on
the list of monuments in 2007. Alrea-
dy before its revitalisation, the
guildhall attracted outstanding
artists; the Rozbark coal mine's
guildhall was the setting for a scene
in the film "The Salt of the Black
Earth", which was directed by the
legendary Silesian author Kazimierz
Kutz.

As part of the project, all the
planned works were carried out
with a view to adapting and chan-
ging the way in which two buildings
of the former Rozbark Coal Mine in
Bytom were used, including the
historic guildhall and administra-
tion building, and developing the
adjacent land. The project was co-fi-
nanced with EU funds under the
2007-2013 Regional Operational
Programme for the Silesian Voivod-
ship.

It should be noted that the Roz-
bark Dance and Movement Theatre
continues the work of the now-de-
funct Silesian Dance Theatre, which
was liquidated in 2013.
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Rozbark Dance and Movement Theatre

AFTER REVITALISATION

Rozbark Dance and Movement
Theatre has been operating in Bytom
since 2014 and during this time has
produced more than 20 premieres,
marking its presence on the national
dance map. The post-industrial space
of the former guildhall of the "Roz-
bark" Coal Mine hosts mainly dance
performances, international artistic
projects, as well as educational and

social activities for various audience
groups. The theatre supports inde-
pendent artists by providing them

with space as part of residencies. In
2017, it was a co-organiser of the

Polish Dance Platform - one of the
most important dance art events in
Poland, as well as the National Cultu-
re Conference. Rozbark Theatre's
productions were presented in the
most important dance centres in
Poland: Warsaw, Wroclaw, Krakow,
Lublin, Biatystok, Gdansk, Poznan
and many other cities. They have also
been staged in Germany, France, Hol-
land and Hungary. They have won
prizes and awards at festivals and
were also awarded two Golden Masks
(prizes given by the Marshal of the
Silesian Voivodeship) in 2016 for
Elzbieta Okupska and Anna Piotrow-
ska.




INTERNATIONAL
CONGRESS GENTRE
IN KATOWIGE

BEFORE REVITALISATION

The International Congress
Centre in Katowice was built on the
site of the former "Katowice" Coal
Mine. The mine, which dates back
to the beginning of the 19th century,
was located close to the city centre,
in one of the oldest districts -
Bogucice. The plant was also one of
Katowice's important architectural
landmarks, as Piotr Rygus writes:
"the image of the Ferdinand Mine
towering over downtown Katowice
often adorned postcards from
Bogucice and Katowice". The opera-
tion of the coal mine contributed
significantly to the development of
the city of Katowice and the surro-
unding area. The influx of new resi-
dents from other parts of the coun-
try, who found employment at the
plant, resulted in the dynamic eco-
nomic and demographic develop-
ment of the region. The definitive
end of coal mining was reached in
1999, and over the 176 years of the
mine's operation more than 120
million tonnes of coal were extrac-

ted.




International Congress Centre in Katowice

AFTER REVITALISATION

The International Congress
Centre in Katowice is a modern faci-
lity, completed in 2015, combining
congress, conference, exhibition,
trade fair and performance func-
tions. The ICC, with its distinctive
grass-covered roof creating a green
valley, a popular meeting place for
the region's residents, is designed
for 15,000 users.

The general aim of the project
was to create a facility, the value of
which is built not only by providing
programmatic and functional utili-
tarian solutions, but also by creating
the conditions for its interaction in
the social space of the city. The edifi-
ce, with a simple, clear and unambi-
guous form, is integrated into the
public space of the city by providing
a link along the axis important for
the functioning of the city, connec-
ting the square of honour in front of
the Spodek Hall and the oldest,
historical part of the city called
Bogucice. This link is implemented
in two ways: in the form of a public
walkway through the main hall and
the centre's foyer, and in the form of
an external walkway running along
the roof of the building, which can
be used year-round for open-air
exhibitions, happenings, etc. Such

I 10

an idea led to the formation of the
edifice, whose main compositional
elements are the roof (green valley),
integrated into the system of terrain
escarpments, the natural diversity of
the terrain, and the space of the hall
and foyer, located below, using the
deformation of the ceiling for its
uniqueness, the negative form of the
'green valley'. Formed this way, the
building meets both the expecta-
tions arising from its importance
and prestige, as well as the need to
integrate it into the landscape of the
Spodek's surroundings, which will
remain a significant and dominant
element in the space of this part of
the city. With its modern design and
high-quality equipment, it is one of
the most modern congress facilities
in Poland.




SIEMIANOWICGKI
PARK OF
TRADITIONS

BEFORE REVITALISATION

The Tradition Park is a post-in-
dustrial facility created as a result of
the renovation of the engine house
and hoist shaft building "Krystyn" of
the "Michal" mine (closed in 1994)
and the adjacent area of the Siemia-
nowice district - Michatkowice. The
mine's activities were initiated by the
Rheinbaben family, who - as the
owner of Michatkowice at that time -
obtained a mining charter in 1856
(extended to include other areas in
1867), while the construction of the
shafts began in 1881. Only two years
later the "Max" mine began aready
operating. The next milestone in the
company's history was in 1892, when
Prince Hugo Hohenlohe-Oehringen
purchased the Michatkowice estate
including the mine. Over the next
decade, the mine developed rapidly:
the two existing shafts were deepe-
ned and modernised, and in 1902 the
third shaft "Christian Kraft" (mate-
rial, mining and auxiliary shaft) was
commissioned, and named after the
son of Prince Hohenlohe-Oehrin-
gen. The same shaft was renamed
"Krystyn" 34 years later. In 1975, its
former hoist tower was replaced by a
new one, which visitors to the
Traditions Park can admire in its full
glory thanks to the renovation, and
which is one of the most important
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Siemianowicki Park Tradycji

elements of the local landscape. The
name by which the majority of
Siemianowice inhabitants knew the
mine, i.e. "Michal", was given to it in
1936. After World War II, the
"Michal" mine was nationalised.
Until 1975 it was an independent
plant, initially part of the Chorzéow
Coal Industry Union and later of the
Katowice Coal Industry Union. The
decision to liquidate the plant was
made in 1989, and it was closed (due
to the poor technical condition of
the machinery and buildings as well
as the dwindling coal reserves) in

1994.

AFTER REVITALISATION

In 2008, the city of Siemianowi-
ce Slaskie took over the dilapidated
engine house of the "Krystyn" shaft
and the shaft itself, which were then
in private hands. In the same year,
renovation work began in earnest.

The Park of Traditions is a
place for activating and animating
cultural life on many levels and
creating new phenomena in this
field. It is a place where one can
successfully experiment with the
form of the activities carried out.
This is evidenced by the varied
nature of the events carried out: con-
certs, theatre performances, interdi-
sciplinary events, exhibitions and

film screenings, which attract
audiences not only from the city, but
also from the entire region. These
are also events that involve the local
community, grassroots, social initia-
tives.

In the Park of Tradition, we will
find events that go beyond the usual
patterns - unusual artistic and cultu-
ral projects, concerts taking place
not only in the auditorium, but also
in exhibition spaces, classical sight-
seeing tours turned into a fictionali-
zed mini-performance with actors,
role-playing games and interdisci-
plinary events on the borderline of
visual arts, music and performing
arts.

The Tradition Park was opened
in 2012 in the building of the former
engine room of the "Krystyn" shaft.
The beautifully renovated building,
together with the 36-metre tall hoist
tower of the disused mine shaft, is an
excellent example of combining the
heritage of the Silesian land with
modern solutions for culture. The
facility is run by the Siemianowice
Cultural Centre, as its branch.

In 2013, the building was awar-
ded the "Best Public Space" prize by
the Marshal of the Silesian Voivode-
ship. A year later, in the "Brand -
Silesian" competition, it was awar-
ded in the "Cultural Heritage of the

Region" category, and in 2017
received the Diploma of the Marshal
of the Silesian Voivodeship for servi-
ces to the development of tourism.




WILSON SHAFT

BEFORE REVITALISATION

The Wilson Shaft Gallery is
located on the site of the former
shaft of the Wieczorek Coal Mine,
the history of which dates back to
1826, as it was in that year that the
Morgenroth mining field was gran-
ted. A key moment in the develop-
ment of the mine was the consolida-
tion of the mining fields by the
Georg von Giesches Erben compa-
ny, which established the 'Gieshe'
mine in 1883. The patronal estate
Giszowiec was built to serve the
needs of the coal mining workers.
The buildings of the Wilson Shaft
were designed by the cousins Emil
and Georg Zillmann, and the shafts
located on the site of today's gallery
were originally called "Richthofen"
and "Hulda". In 1935 they were rena-
med '"Wilson', after the President of
the United States. After the war, the
site belonged to the "Wieczorek"
Mine. In 1995, the Wilson shaft was
closed down.
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Wilson Shaft

AFTER REVITALISATION

The Wilson Shaft Gallery is the
largest private art gallery in Poland
with an exhibition area of over 2,500
square metres. The Wilson Shaft is
located in Katowice on the border of
three districts: Nikiszowiec, Janow
and Szopienice. Since 1998, a private
investor and the Eko-Art Silesia
Foundation have made a successful
attempt to adapt the building into a
contemporary art gallery. The galle-
ry has a unique collection of its own
contemporary art - paintings, sculp-
tures and installations. You can
admire works by Karol Wieczorek,
Andrzej Urbanowicz, Marek
Kamienski, Lech Kotodziejczyk,
Andrzej Tobis, the Eco-Industri-Art
Group, Erwin Séwka and the old
Janowska Group, as well as foreign
artists. In addition to exhibiting its
own collections, the aim of the
Wilson Shaft Gallery is also to pro-
mote young, ambitious and bold
artists from all over the world. Wan-
ting to change the post-industrial
face of grey Silesia, a group of
people associated with this place
seeks contemporary beauty. The
gallery is willing to make the space
of this unique place available not
only to local artists connected to the
region.
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NIKISZOWIEC
ESTATE

BEFORE REVITALISATION

Nikiszowiec is a district of Kato-
wice with a unique and captivating
atmosphere. Its history of more than
a century is rich in many significant
events.

The workers' housing estate
Nikiszowiec was built between 1908
and 1915 (the second phase of con-
struction between 1920 and 1924) on
the territory of the Janéw municipa-
lity. The name comes from the "Nic-
kisch" shaft, built in 1906. The estate
was designed by cousins Emil and
Georg Zillmann, authors of several
other projects in the area, including
the 'garden city' of Giszowiec, loca-
ted 3 km to the south.

During the Silesian uprisings
(1919-1921), and especially during the
first uprising, fierce battles were
fought in Nikiszowiec for the incor-
poration of Upper Silesia into
Poland. The events of those times
are recounted in Kazimierz Kutz's
interesting film Salt of the Black
Earth. At the end of the second
decade of the 20th century, Nikiszo-
wiec had about 7,000 inhabitants.

In 1927, a magnificent Neo-Ba-
roque-style church was opened in
the central part of the district, the
construction of which had already
begun before the outbreak of the
First World War. Before the Second
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World War, during the years of the
Great Depression, miners' strikes
took place in Nikiszowiec. The
miners fought for better living con-
ditions and higher wages. In turn,
another film by Kazimierz Kutz,
"Pearl in the Crown", tells about this
period. In 1960 Nikiszowiec was
annexed to Katowice. In 1963, a
sports hall with an ice rink was built
for the club GKS Naprzéd Janow.
The club declared bankruptcy in
1997 and the facilities were not wor-
king until February 2000. Since 1978,
Nikiszowiec, which has been reco

gnised as a historic building, has
been under conservation protection.
By a decree of the President of the
Republic of Poland of 14 January
2011 Nikiszowiec was declared a Mo-
nument of History.

AFTER REVITALISATION

The revitalisation of Nikoszowiec
is being carried out through the partici-
pation of the City of Katowice in the
Nodus Project. The Integrated Revitali-
sation Programme for Nikiszowiec is
carried out using the participatory
method - in cooperation with the local
community, entrepreneurs or local
associations. By coordinating coopera-
tion, the city ensures reliable imple-
mentation of projects, and the partici-
pation of the local community helps to
preserve the unique character of the
district. Opening up to cooperation
with regional entities allows for a
broader view of Nikiszowiec's needs
the
between the city of Katowice and its

and strengthens relationship
citizens. The perfectly preserved wor-
kers' housing estate attracts both entre-

preneurs and potential residents.
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